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Whom Do You Honor on Memorial Day?
By Mary Lynn Bushong

When Memorial Day
began, it had another name.
It was called Decoration
Day. It was a day to
decorate the graves of those
who died during the
American Civil War. Many
states had already chosen different days to honor their war dead, but
May 30, 1868, was chosen as the official day by proclamation of
General John A. Logan.

While the date was accepted by most Northern states, many Southern
states ignored it and preferred to use the dates they had chosen. That
did not change until after WWI. When the day was changed to honor
those who died in all of America's wars, it was accepted in the South
also.

In 1971, the date for Memorial Day was changed to the last Monday
of May; this allowed federal government workers a three-day
weekend. Many people feel that this has cheapened the holiday.
Instead of honoring those who gave their lives serving our country, it's
a day to celebrate not working. Many people want the holiday
changed back to its original date in hopes of getting the original
emphasis back.

A memorial is some way of remembering an event or person. When
we observe Memorial Day, we honor those men and women who
made the greatest sacrifice for our country--they gave their lives. Isn't
that worth a moment of thought and appreciation?

In December 2000, a resolution asked everyone to remember those
who have died in service to America and understand the real meaning
of Memorial Day. At 3:00 P.M. on the last Monday in May, take a
moment to remember those who died for our country.

Whom Do You Honor on Memorial Day?

Questions

1. What was the original name for Memorial Day?

2. Memorial Day was originally established after what American
war?

A. WWII
B. Korean War
C. WWI
D. Civil War

3. May 30, 1868, was chosen as the official day to honor the dead
by proclamation of whom?

A. General John A. Logan
B. Abraham Lincoln
C. Barack Obama
D. General Robert E. Lee

4. When we observe Memorial Day, we honor those men and
women who made the greatest sacrifice for their
country--they gave their lives. Isn't that worth a moment of
thought and appreciation?  The purpose of this passage is to
______.

A. entertain
B. inform
C. persuade
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Name some reasons why it is important to establish a special day to
honor our war dead.

What could you do to have a part in respecting Memorial Day?


